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Facing Your Giants Part 3 

“Identity Theft” 

 

Identity theft is getting more and more common in our culture. People wanting to 

steal someone else’s identity to take money from bank accounts, use credit cards, 

buy things using the other person’s identity. The scams never seem to end of 

calls, texts and emails of those wanting personal information so that they might 

steal another person’s identity. 

 

I remember when Pam and I built our first house we had to face the issue of 

mistaken identity. We had good credit, applied for a mortgage and then to our 

dismay were turned down. Turned down? There should have been no reason for 

that to have happened. After researching we found out that we had been turned 

down because according to the credit report Thomas L Bennett and Pamela D 

Bennett had tax liens against them in Montgomery county. There was one BIG 

problem with the report in that we had never owned any property in 

Montgomery county, so it would have been impossible for us to have tax liens in 

that county. It turned out that there was a Thomas and Pamela Bennett that had 

lived in Montgomery county and that Pamela’s social security number was one 

digit off from my Pamela’s social security number. What a mess, but it was 

straightened out when we proved that my wife was not the Pamela Bennett who 

had tax liens in Montgomery county. 

 

We have been working through I Samuel 17 and the story of David and Goliath 

the past two weeks and we will finish our series today.  

 

Identity was a very important player in the account of David and Goliath. You see 

Goliath was ultimately trying to steal the Israelites identity by stopping them from 

fulfilling God’s promise and destiny for them which was to go to and occupy the 

“Promised Land”. It was God’s covenant with them and Goliath and the Philistines 

were trying to steal it from them. They were trying to get the Israelites identity to 

be that of a scared, fearful and intimidated people. This went on for forty days 

until young David came to the Valley of Sokoh and witnessed Goliath intimidating 

the Israelites and them running and hiding. We know that the historical account is 
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that David ultimately killed Goliath after going back to his father Jesse and then 

consulting with King Saul. 

 

David had supreme confidence in God and I think that we could agree that it was 

the reason that he was able to defeat Goliath. 

 

The question then becomes: how and why did David have such supreme 

confidence in God? 

➢ We know David faithfully served God, his father, family and others. 

➢ We know that David was a faithful and diligent shepherd. 

➢ We know that David worshipped God regularly. 

➢ We know that David praised God to others continually. 

➢ We know that David had complete faith and confidence in God. 

The sum of all these things produced David’s identity. David’s identity was found 

inside his relationship with God and that is why he had supreme confidence in 

God when he faced off with Goliath. He knew that God was not going to hang him 

out to dry in this battle with this Giant. 

Let’ s look at Webster’s definition of identity: “The distinguishing character or 

personality of an individual”. 

Each of us here this morning currently has an identity. The only question then 

becomes: what is it? Let’s dig a little deeper into what can steal identity. 

List of Identity Thieves 

➢ Rejection 

➢ Insecurity 

➢ Abandonment 

➢ Bullying 

➢ Low Self Worth 

➢ Inferiority Struggles 

➢ Over Inflated View of Self 

➢ Eating Disorders 

➢ Substance Abuse 

➢ Relational Betrayal 
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These things all work together as Giants that will either steal our identity or get us 

to take on a mistaken identity. At the core of these real-life situations is the 

danger that we will start to really doubt who God is and what He has created us 

for.  

Three of the BIGGEST Identity Thieves 

Acceptance 

Identities become mistaken and distorted as we bounce from group to group 

while trying to be accepted and identify with a certain group. We learn this early 

on in school as the jocks gravitate toward the jocks, the preppies to preppies, the 

thugs to thugs, the intellects to intellects and the introverts they kind of wander 

around seeing where they might fit in. Ask yourself this question ……. Why would 

someone join a gang? It all is propagated by the need to be accepted and the 

longing to create identity. 

Comparison 

I just wish I had it all together like _________? That is a dangerous view to have 

and will ultimately steal your identity if you allow it. What about when you’re on 

Facebook or Instagram and you see all these people that seem to have it all 

together? Your thinking man if I could just have what they have I would be so 

much happier than I am. Now understand it is the point of Facebook and 

Instagram to put your best image out there to the public. God has done 

tremendous things here in the 2+ years we have been here, but what if I look at 

the church down the road that has 2,000 in attendance and it seems like their 

baptizing folks ever week? The reaction should be to praise God because we’re all 

in this together and the Kingdom of God is growing or maybe just maybe the 

reaction would be who am I in Wolcott, IN? Sometimes we get caught up in these 

types of things and totally lose the concept that God has created each of us with 

purpose and we get lost trying to be somebody else. Troy Gramling is a very well-

known Pastor in South Florida. I had the opportunity to set down with Troy with a 

small group away from the conference I was attending. One of the men in the 

group asked Troy what he thought the most important thing in the pastorate 

was? His answer was simple “be who God created you to be and don’t try to be 

someone else.” That is always a temptation no matter who we are and what we 

do, but I thought those words were profound and I have never forgotten them. 
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Chatter/Put Downs 

I Samuel 17:28, “When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the 

men, he burned with anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? 

And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how 

conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch 

the battle.” 

Eliab David oldest brother was sarcastically telling David to go home and leave the 

fighting to the big boys because he was just a scrawny teenage boy. 

In Chapter 16 of I Samuel the Prophet Samuel came to David’s father Jesse’s 

house and told Jesse that in your house God is raising up someone great. One of 

your sons will be greatly blessed and used of God. Jesse went and got all seven of 

his sons except for David and brought them to Samuel. Samuel looked them all 

over and asked if this was all the sons? Jesse replied that it was all of them except 

the youngest David who was out tending the sheep. Samuel called for him and 

anointed him God’s chosen.  

Even David’s own Father Jesse completely overlooked David. 

I Samuel 17:41-44, “Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of 

him, kept coming closer to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was 

little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 
43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the 

Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your 

flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 

Goliath obviously completely overlooked David and tried to use his words to 

intimidate David just as he had all the rest of the Israelites. 

Have you had similar chatter and put downs? 

➢ You’re not good enough. 

➢ You don’t look good enough. 

➢ You’re not smart enough. 

➢ You don’t have the skills to do that. 

➢ You will never be a great husband or father. 

➢ You will never be a great wife or mother. 
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➢ You can never have a great relationship because your too messed up. 

As these things take root in our lives they can steal our identity. 

Right Identity Thinking 

Identify Creation 

Genesis 1:31, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there 

was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.” 

David said this: 

Psalm 139:13-14, “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful, I know that full well.” 

You are a product of the “Living God” and you are created with planning and 

purpose. Part of the “very good” that God has created is YOU! Some may think 

they are an accident, fluke or the product of a one-night stand, but the reality is 

God has created you uniquely with purpose. God doesn’t make mistakes and He 

has made you perfectly the way He wanted to. 

David understood this and this is Giant slaying material. Giants do not want you to 

understand this truth because the Giants want to steal your identity. 

Identify That You Have Been Chosen 

You and I need to celebrate that we have been chosen. 

Ephesians 1:4-6, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 

holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of 

his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.” 

God has always had a better plan. David understood this and we would be served 

well to know that too. God had a plan before anything bad ever happened to you. 

➢ Before you were betrayed, God had a plan. 

➢ Before you were overlooked, God had a plan. 

➢ Before you battled addictions, God had a plan. 

➢ Before you were abandoned, God had a plan. 
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➢ Before you were treated badly, God had a plan. 

You are good enough if Jesus Christ is your Savior! Why? Because God had a plan. 

Just as God had a plan for David, God has a plan for you and me. It is good, 

exciting, satisfying, fulfilling and filled with joy. The only requirement is that the 

only place it can be found is inside an identity “In Christ”. 

Accept Him as Savior and live your life “In Him” and you will never lack for identity 

nor meaning in life. 

David knew this when he slew the Giant Goliath and we must know it too. He 

knew and we must know that God does not just show up on time, He showed up 

before time. 

Identify the Cost 

Ephesians 1:7-8, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 

of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With 

all wisdom and understanding.” 

The cost was and is Jesus Christ. This is the “Good News” in that you and I 

deserved to go to the cross and die for our sins, but through God’s love and His 

plan Jesus took our place. Once we identify with the cost we can have a full 

understanding of the gospel and our identity. 

Let me ask you this question ……. If God paid such a high price for you and me, 

then how valuable are we to Him? Another way to say it would be ask, what is our 

net worth? The answer would be an infinite number that cannot be defined. 

Then why do some get so caught up in monetary or material net worth when we 

have an immeasurable amount of worth in who we are in Jesus Christ? 

Who is #1 in net worth? If you are a child of God through your personal faith in 

Jesus Christ ……… YOU ARE!!!! 

Identify Who Is Pursuing You 

Listen to what David said, before he battled Goliath. 

Psalm 8:3-4, “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon 

and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is mankind that you are mindful 

of them, human beings that you care for them?” 
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David the young shepherd boy uncovered the key for defeating Goliath before He 

ever did battle with him. He looked at the Heavens and knew there must be an 

all-powerful God who set the moon and the stars in place that he would have 

gazed at as he was tending to his sheep. Then he realized that the same God was 

mindful of him and loved and cared for him deeply. It is then no wonder that 

David went out to the Valley of Sokoh and declared to Goliath that he was going 

down that day in the name of the Lord. 

Defeating Giants with Identity: 

➢ You are fearfully and wonderfully made by God created for good works to 

live His plans and purposes. 

➢ God chose to give you the opportunity to know Him before the world was 

created. 

➢ You are valuable to God. Jesus paid the price. 

➢ God is always pursuing you to love you and help you. 

➢ Your identity in Christ positions you to slay Giants. 

Do you have Giants in your life? Slay them through your identity in Christ! 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 | P a g e  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


